Cedars, November 2015 by Cedarville University
Masthead Logo
Cedarville University
DigitalCommons@Cedarville
Cedars
11-2015
Cedars, November 2015
Cedarville University
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.cedarville.edu/cedars
Part of the Journalism Studies Commons, and the Organizational Communication Commons
DigitalCommons@Cedarville provides a platform for archiving the scholarly, creative, and historical
record of Cedarville University. The views, opinions, and sentiments expressed in the articles
published in the university’s student newspaper, Cedars (formerly Whispering Cedars), do not
necessarily indicate the endorsement or reflect the views of DigitalCommons@Cedarville, the
Centennial Library, or Cedarville University and its employees. The authors of, and those
interviewed for, the articles in this paper are solely responsible for the content of those articles.
Please address questions to dc@cedarville.edu.
This Issue is brought to you for free and open access by
DigitalCommons@Cedarville, a service of the Centennial Library. It has
been accepted for inclusion in Cedars by an authorized administrator of
DigitalCommons@Cedarville. For more information, please contact
digitalcommons@cedarville.edu.
Footer Logo
Recommended Citation
Cedarville University, "Cedars, November 2015" (2015). Cedars. 86.
https://digitalcommons.cedarville.edu/cedars/86
The Award-Winning Student News Publication November 2015 
GLOBETROTTERS 
2 November 2015
The Staff
Anna Dembowski, Editor-in-Chief; Emily Day, Arts & En-
tertainment Editor; Kjersti Fry, Campus News Editor; Jen 
Taggart, Off-Campus News Editor; Jon Gallardo, Sports 
Editor & Just Sayin’ Columnist; Amy Radwanski, Digital Ed-
itor; Victoria Boward, Advertising Director; Josh Burris, 
Multimedia; Grace Countryman, Graphics; Jeff Gilbert, 
Faculty Adviser
November 2015 / Vol. 68, No. 4
Table of Contents
3
4-5
6
8-9
10
11
12-13
14-15
16-17
18
Cedars Digital: What You Missed Online
Mats that Matter
Student Spotlight: Paul Tucker
Jamaican Athletes Jump In
DiCuirci’s Finale
Chapel Changes
Mobilizing Millennials, Educating to Elect
A Look at Election 2016
19Just Sayin’: Be Thankful
Dribbling Across Demographics
After Conference Win, Jackets Come Back for More
Send your suggestions of who you would like to hear from 
in next month’s Ministry Moment to cedars@cedarville.edu.
Psalm 107:1 (ESV) 
“Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever!”
“I‘m thankful for my wonderful family and friends who are a continual blessing in my life. Also, for herbal tea and good books that keep me sane during the chaos that is college.” – Emily Day
“I’m thankful for God’s faithfulness in my life as he has grown me and challenged me this semester. I’m also thankful for my faithful friends at Cedarville that encourage me every day.”– Kjersti Fry
“I’m thankful for the salvation I have in Jesus Christ. I’m also thankful for the family God has blessed me with.”– Josh Burris
“I am thankful for the unique passions that God has given each and every one of us. I am thankful for more than one place that feels like home and love having people to come ‘home’ to.”– Amy Radwanski
“I’m thankful for friends who listen, a family who loves and a God who provides. I’m also grateful for Netflix, senioritis, challenges and friendship that endures great distances.”– Anna Dembowski
“I’m thankful for free samples at grocery stores and for waterproof leather boots. I’m also thankful for my baby brother Eli and the new life he brings to my family.”– Grace Countryman
“I’m thankful for the professors in the creative writing minor for teaching me how to be a better writer and for helping me fall in love with the art of writing.”– Jon Gallardo
“I’m thankful for my mom, for the opportunity to attend a quality Christ-centered university, and for Twenty One Pilots’ music.”– Jen Taggart
“I’m thankful for my family and friends who are always there for me and who encourage me in pursu-ing God’s calling for my life.”– Victoria Boward
  IGITAL
Cedars
w h a t  y o u  m i s s e d  o n l i n e
by Amy Radwanski
(Re)Sound Off Wall
Resound Radio
 www.ReadCedars.com
Facebook.com/CedarsatCU
 Twitter: @CedarsAtCU
Instagram: @CedarsAtCU
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Tales from the Brim
Former CU president William Brown joined 
the Chuck Colson Center for Christian 
Worldview in August 2015 as national 
director of the Colson Fellows Program and 
the senior fellow for worldview and culture. 
Full story by Jen Taggart at ReadCedars.com
Tell us what you’re thankful for this month 
on the (Re)Sound Off Wall.
Cedarville’s Athletic 
Training Student 
Org hosted a 
costume 5K and 
a mile fun-run for 
kids in late October. 
For the complete 
photo gallery by 
Jesse Roller, check 
out Cedars online.
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Mats that Matter
by Susanna Edwards
Home sweet home. However varied among Cedarville students, home-sickness is a reality of living on 
campus. But imagine what it would be like 
to have no home at all.
Annette Eanes, 57, retired director 
of enterprise infrastructure at Rural Met-
ro Corporation and current volunteer at 
Springfield Regional Medical Center, has 
considered this a time or two.
The project 
As a seasonal resident of Springfield, 
Eanes has a special burden for the home-
less. While in Scottsdale, Arizona, her home 
for the winter months, Eanes learned of 
a project for the displaced portion of the 
population. The project involves three ma-
terials: plastic bags, scissors and a crochet 
hook. The result? Crocheted plastic mats. 
Each mat measures 42 inches x 72 
inches, requires 700 plastic bags, and takes 
approximately 72 hours to complete. Once 
enough bags are collected, each bag must be 
folded and cut into strips, each bag yielding 
about eight strips, that are knotted together 
to make “plarn,” or plastic yarn. 
These plastic mats provide a barrier 
between the wet and cold and the bodies of 
those living on the streets. The bigger the 
mat, the more comfort and security. They 
provide an improvised “home” for those 
without one. These mats allow the owner 
to lay sideways and use part of the mat as a 
covering for warmth.
“Even if (the mats) are just thrown out 
in the mud, (they can be) hosed off. You 
don’t have to wash it or anything,” Eanes 
said. “They are sturdy. They are not going 
to fall apart.”
The volunteers 
A 40-year veteran to crocheting, Ean-
es has recently taken on a student. Cooley 
Turner, the spouse of her husband’s close 
childhood friend, has been eager to help 
Eanes with her mat project. 
Turner, a Cedarville custodian for 29 
years, cleans everything on campus from 
carpet and hard floors to sinks and toilets. 
He said the servile nature of his job does not 
bother him. 
“I used to think that if Jesus came back 
today, he’d be a custodian, because if he 
washed feet, there’s not a whole lot of differ-
ence in going to someone and saying, ‘I’m 
going to clean your toilets so you can have a 
nice seat to sit down on,’” Turner said.
Turner said everything that is done to 
serve mankind is serving the Lord. He refer-
enced Matthew 25:40, “Truly, I say to you, 
as you did it to one of the least of these my 
brothers, you did it to me.”
To help Eanes crochet mats, Turner said 
he has been perfecting his crocheting skills 
by crocheting 6-inch-by-6-inch squares. He 
will donate these squares to Blocks to Blan-
kets, a community service project spon-
sored by the United Senior Services which 
has a main branch in Springfield.
A group of volunteers, led by Linda 
Deaton, has been crafting donated knitted 
and crocheted squares into blankets for var-
ious groups in need.
Over 40 blankets were given away at 
their fall “Great Blanket Giveaway” Oct. 27. 
Jane Skogstrom, who works at United Se-
Cedarville’s Cooley Turner helps crochet plastic mats for people living on the streets
photo by Rebecca Carrell
Cedarville custodian Cooley Turner instructed the women’s soccer team how to make “plarn” (plastic yarn) and crocheted mats Oct. 27. The 
team plans to donate their mats to the Blocks to Blankets organization.
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nior Services, said the event was a success. 
“A blanket can make the difference be-
tween life or death in some situations, and 
it’s nice to know that people care,” Skog-
strom said.
When Donna Fifer, the manager of the 
Hive at Cedarville, heard about Turner’s 
interest in helping Eanes with the project, 
Fifer said she decided to start a collection 
box in the Hive so the student workers could 
help gather plastic bags for Turner. 
After emailing her workers, Fifer said 
she was pleased to see many bringing in 
their plastic bags to contribute to the cause. 
“We are just very impressed with what 
he’s doing. He’s a good man,” Fifer said.
One student worker, Kayleigh Row-
lands, a member of the Lady Jackets varsity 
soccer team, said she wanted to do more to 
help. 
Rowlands said the women’s soccer 
team is interested in adopting this ministry 
as one of its team projects for the year.
“When Cooley came into the Hive and 
showed us these amazing mats he had been 
working on, I knew it was a perfect opportu-
nity,” Rowlands said. “We are a large team 
with willing hearts, ready to serve in what-
ever capacity is necessary.” 
Turner met with the team earlier this 
month to explain how they can make mats, 
and he taught them the process of turning 
plastic bags into yarn. He also showed them 
how to make the squares that are used to 
make blankets for Blocks to Blankets.
The team started working that night to 
make balls of plarn, and a few team mem-
bers have also expressed their willingness to 
do the actual crocheting.
“The girls were very interested, and 
they were all so sweet and kind to me. These 
girls are great,” Turner said.
The motivation
Rowlands said the team desires to serve 
God and be a blessing to others. 
“We are just ready to be used in what-
ever way we are needed and hopefully show 
God’s love in the process,” Rowlands said.
Eanes said she feels a sense of responsi-
bility when it comes to ministry. 
She referenced Luke 12:48, “From ev-
eryone who has been given much, much will 
be required; and to whom they entrusted 
much, of him they will ask all the more.” 
“I know that it’s my duty, actually, to do 
this type of thing to give back, because I am 
blessed,” Eanes said. “(I am) giving back in 
every way that I can so that the benefits I 
have received in this life continue.”
Even with Turner’s help, that of the 
Hive and the women’s soccer team, cro-
cheting plastic mats takes more than a few 
hands. Eanes said she has only complet-
ed three mats so far because of the large 
amount of bags required for just one mat. 
Organizations that are suited to properly 
distribute mats such as these prefer to dis-
tribute them in large amounts.
“I wouldn’t want to go (to deliver to 
them) with two or three,” Eanes said. “I’d 
want to take a load and let them use their 
best judgment, they know the people who 
are actually sleeping on the streets.”
Contact Donna Fifer (dfifer@cedarville.
edu) or Cooley Turner (turnerc@cedar-
ville.edu) to see how you can donate 
plastic bags for plarn.
Read our December 
2014 story about 
Cooley Turner’s pottery 
at ReadCedars.com
Susanna Edwards is a freshman middle 
childhood education major and an arts & 
entertainment writer for Cedars. She is 
a member of the CU Forensics team, vice 
president of Students for Life, and also 
enjoys singing in OneVoice.
photo by Susanna Edwards
Annette Eanes of Springfield and Cooley Turner, a custodian at Cedarville University for 29 
years, have completed three plastic crocheted mats (above) to donate to organizations serving 
the homeless. The plastic mats provide a barrier from cold and wet surfaces.
“A blanket can make the difference 
between life or death in some situations, 
and it’s nice to know that people care.” 
Jane Skogstrom
United Senior Services
Do you want to reach college students? 
Southwest Ohio? An online audience? 
Advertise with 
Contact our advertising director at 
vrboward@cedarville.edu
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Paul Tucker: Dreams of the Big Screen
by Shaune Young
Screenwriter Paul Tucker, a senior broadcasting and digital media ma-jor, had the opportunity to share his 
film work with Hollywood producers earlier 
this semester.
While there, Tucker pitched two of his 
screenplays to production companies to get 
feedback or even an offer. Tucker also had 
the opportunity to attend writing work-
shops and learn from other screenwriters in 
Hollywood. Tucker said getting the chance 
to see Hollywood in this setting was truly an 
eye-opening experience. He said he could 
see that everyone had clear goals of making 
it big in the world of movie magic.
“Listening to the Nerdist writers pan-
el, who have worked on “The Leftovers,” 
‘LOST,’ ‘King of the Hill’ and ‘A.G.E.N.T.S. 
of Shield,’” Tucker said, “it was cool getting 
to hear that all of them were just normal 
people who had some writing talent and 
some drive. They know wholeheartedly that 
there is not one way to get into Hollywood, 
there are multiple ways.”
Looking toward the future
Tucker said screenwriting is his  pas-
sion. He said he wants to delve into the deep 
and meaningful stories that prick people’s 
lives. 
Tucker has written several short com-
edy sketches and 30-minute television 
sketches.  He also keeps a blog called “Pro-
ducing: Paul” where he talks about his life as 
a student, as a filmmaker and as a Christian. 
Tucker said he hopes to be living in Los 
Angeles within the next few years and even-
tually have some part in a film shown at the 
Sundance Festival. He said he wants to go to 
film school at the graduate level. 
But whatever Tucker becomes in film 
or in life, he said he will be following after 
God’s will and honoring the name of Christ.
Screenwriting at Cedarville
Tucker said James Kragel, associate 
professor of communication arts at Cedar-
ville, has been his greatest encourager at 
Cedarville. Kragel said he sees that Tucker 
has talent and really tries to foster a climate 
of creativity. 
“Paul Tucker has a great heart. He is an 
extremely talented writer and I think some-
day we’ll all be watching his stories on the 
big screen,” Kragel said. “He is very gener-
ous with his time and is always willing to 
help someone else when called upon. One 
of my all-time favorite students, and that’s 
saying a lot because I’ve been teaching for a 
lot of years.”
With only one screenwriting class 
at Cedarville, Tucker said Kragel tries to 
stretch Tucker’s abilities by challenging him 
outside of class. 
“Professor Kragel never holds back on 
feedback and treats us like professionals,” 
Tucker said.
Tucker and Kragel are working on a 
documentary of Springfield in hopes of re-
viving the town’s former glory. 
James Leightenheimer, associate pro-
fessor of communication arts, also praised 
Tucker for his abilities.
“His love for God is evident. He also 
has a great sense of humor,” Leighten-
heimer said.
Another one of Tucker’s inspirations is 
Cedarville alumnus Ethan Ransom, who is 
a writer and producer for ABC Family and 
has written a screenplay for the late Paul 
Walker. 
“I can genuinely say (Tucker is) an en-
gaging, funny and kind individual,” Ran-
som said. “When I was around him, I got 
the sense he’d be a die-hard friend, the kind 
that would be there for you in a jam. He’s a 
storyteller, and I have a feeling his stories 
are going to change the world.”
Ransom was the one who suggested 
Tucker be sent to the Expo. Tucker said he 
has learned much from the trail Ransom 
blazed. 
“It’s hard out in the Hollywood world, 
but there is proof that if you have determi-
nation and ambition, you will find a way,” 
Tucker said. 
To aspiring writers
Tucker said he encourages aspiring 
writers to balance their desire to constantly 
write with having a life beyond writing. 
Tucker also suggests aspiring writers 
expose themselves to a variety of writers. 
“Read a script and watch the film it was 
made into at least once a week,” Tucker said. 
“This allows the writer to realize what their 
‘words on a page’ could actually become.”
Tucker said young writers should re-
main true to their own style of creativity. 
“Don’t be afraid to make your own 
work,” he said. “Yeah, there will be people 
who can probably direct way better than you 
can, but you’ll know your characters better 
than anybody else.”
Shaune Young is a junior English major 
and arts & entertainment writer for Ce-
dars. She enjoys outside reading and ex-
ploring the gloriously rich culture and his-
tory of the United States.
photo by Jennifer Gammie
Senior Paul Tucker’s passion for screenwriting is rooted in his love of storytelling. He said he 
desires to inspire his audiences through the characters he creates and the stories they tell. 
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USE UNDERGRAD TRAINING 
TO GEli INliO MINISTRY FASTER 
Drop by our booth and learn about our new 
Advanced Standing Program. You may qualify for 
up to one year (25%) off lour seminary degree. 
COME TALK TO US! 
lihursday, November 12 
11 AM until 2:30 PM 
Graduate School Fair 
Stevens Student Centeri 
DALtAS THEOLOGIC4L SEMIN~RY 
C EDORS 
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Dribbling Across Demographics
by Jonathan Gallardo
Aside from making up the big-gest class in school history, the freshmen on Cedarville’s 
men’s basketball team bring cultur-
al diversity, talent and humility to 
the court. 
Seven players make up this 
year’s recruiting class. Center Ro-
shane O’Brien and wing Gregory 
Wallace come from Jamaica. For-
ward Robert Okoro is from Nige-
ria, and forward Gabriel Portillo, a 
sophomore by credit, is from Italy. 
Stateside, wing Kwenton Scott hails 
from Arizona, and guards Colton 
Linkous and Kyle Laffin are from 
Ohio. Transfer point guard Justice 
Montgomery is from Florida.
‘It kind of all fell into place’
Head Coach Pat Estepp said he 
didn’t plan such a geographic di-
versity of recruits, but he said God 
brought each player to Cedarville. 
“God orchestrates most of it. 
We work at recruiting, but Cedar-
ville’s such a unique place that it’s 
difficult for us to focus on a cer-
tain area to recruit,” he said. “We 
just kind of go after kids wherever 
they’re at. And God opened doors, 
whether it was the Jamaican kids, 
or whoever – Justice, Kwenton – it 
kind of all fell into place, and that 
is one of the things we do. We work 
really hard at recruiting, but in the 
end, you trust that God’s going to 
get here who he wants here.”
Scott said he chose Cedarville because 
of the positive, Christian atmosphere. 
“It was a school where I could focus on 
school, basketball and my faith,” he said. 
“The coaching staff and the professors here 
are great, and I feel that this is a place that 
could groom me into the man I am to be-
come.”
This will be the second straight year in 
which a Cedarville basketball team has had 
seven freshmen. Women’s basketball head 
coach Kirk Martin brought in a class of sev-
en last year. 
“We’re in the same boat (Coach Mar-
tin) waslast year, except we probably have 
to rely on our freshmen even more than he 
did last year,” Estepp said. “He still had a 
good nucleus of juniors and seniors, and we 
just don’t have very many. So our freshmen, 
four or five of those guys are going to get a 
significant amount of minutes.”
Learning the game
Estepp said that although the freshmen 
are inexperienced, he enjoys coaching them. 
“They work hard in practice, they get 
along well,” he said, “and we have guys 
who may not understand everything we’re 
throwing at them right now, but we don’t 
have guys who don’t understand the work 
ethic, and that’s been a big part of making it 
fun to coach them.”
Assistant coach Zach Brown 
said the international players are 
adjusting well.
“It’s a process for them, just to 
learn some of the language and the 
lingo and the style of play that we 
play here, but they’re getting it,” he 
said. “They’re picking it up every 
single day, getting better every day.”
The learning curve is steeper 
for some, Estepp said. 
“Roshane and Greg, they’re just 
starting from square one. It’s just a 
different game down there (in Ja-
maica),” he said. “Not the same lev-
el of coaching. You’re dealing with 
(part-time) coaches down there 
who are all doing other things.”
But the freshmen come to prac-
tice hungry to learn.
“I think the biggest thing is 
that they are all very humble and 
willing to learn and willing to work 
hard,” Brown said. “And so if there 
is a language barrier or any kind of 
struggle that they’re having, they’re 
quick learners and very quick to ask 
for help when they need it.”
The 2015-2016 season
The season is approaching 
quickly, with the first game sched-
uled for Nov. 13. The coaching staff 
is working to get the freshmen ready 
for the opening tip. 
“It’s hard to speed that process 
up, although we have to,” Estepp 
said. “So some of our juniors are going to 
have to play well early, and our freshmen 
are just going to have to be naive enough to 
go out there and make plays and not realize 
what they don’t know.”
Estepp said that as the freshmen get 
more used to the level of competition, they’ll 
start improving.
“Hopefully, as the game starts to slow 
down for all those guys, there’s going to be 
photo by Campbell Bortel
Freshman Kwenton Scott drives in for a lay-up, as fellow rookies Roshane O’Brien (left) and Robert Okoro (center) 
look on. The men’s basketball team welcomes seven new players from across the world to its team this season.
Students from Jamaica, Nigeria, Italy, Arizona, and Ohio join the Jackets
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a handful of those guys who are going to be 
really good,” he said. 
Estepp said this year’s team won’t have 
one star player doing the bulk of the scoring 
as Marcus Reineke did last season. 
“This is not going to be a team that’s 
going to have one guy averaging 18 (points) 
a game,” he said. “We need to have four or 
five guys averaging double figures for us to 
be effective.”
Estepp said junior forward Easton Ba-
zzoli has significantly improved his game 
since playing ball in New Zealand with Ath-
letes in Action this past summer. 
“I think it helped him as much spiri-
tually as it did with basketball and just his 
leadership, and I’ve been really pleased with 
where he’s at this fall,” Estepp said.
Estepp praised the class for its athleti-
cism and size. 
“We’re not huge, we just got a lot more 
of that mid-range size, from 6 foot 3 to 6 foot 
5, and I think the way we’re playing, hope-
fully that’ll help down the road,” he said.
Linkous said making the adjustment 
from high school to college can be difficult, 
especially in basketball. 
“It’s a much faster pace, and every-
body’s either better than you or the same as 
you, so you have to have fight each and ev-
ery day,” the freshman guard said. “I enjoy 
growing together as a team, getting to know 
everybody, hanging out after practice, and 
just being with the team.”
Estepp said he believes this class has 
the potential to be great, more so for its 
work ethic than its talent or athleticism. 
“Their willingness to be in the gym 
outside of practice and to put in the work is 
really high,” he said, “and they will eventu-
ally be one of the best classes we’ve ever had 
here, if they continue that, not just because 
they’ve got a good level of talent, but their 
work ethic is really, really good for a group.”
Jonathan Gallardo is a senior journalism 
major and sports editor for Cedars. He en-
joys creative writing, quoting Lord of the 
Rings, and listening to Christmas music in 
November.
Read more about Roshane O’Brien and 
Gregory Wallace on page 11. 
Kwenton Scott
Position: Guard/forward
Hometown: Phoenix, Arizona
Major: Criminal justice
Favorite teams? L.A. Lakers, Baltimore Ravens
Favorite TV show? “Criminal Minds”
Dream job? Working with the FBI
Ideal Friday night? Play NBA 2K and chill
Special talent? I can sing.
Colton Linkous
Position: Shooting guard
Hometown: New Madison, Ohio
Major: Sports business 
Why Cedarville?  Great school, and my beautiful sister goes here.
Favorite team? Cleveland Cavaliers
Favorite TV show? “Prison Break”
Dream job? NBA coach
Favorite Bible verse? Philippians 4:13
Robert Okoro
Position: Forward/center
Hometown: Imo State, Nigeria
Major: Business management
Years playing basketball? 5 years
Favorite team? Bayern Munich FC
Favorite musical artist? Drake
Role model? Serena Williams
Favorite TV show? “Prison Break”
Kyle Laffin
Position: Guard
Hometown: Grove City, Ohio
Major: Christian education
Favorite TV show? “Prison Break”
Favorite team? Ohio State Buckeyes
Ideal Friday night? Sleeping
Favorite movie? “Remember the Titans”
Favorite Bible verse? Psalm 18:2
The New 
Recruits
photos by Scott Huck
Gabriel Portillo
Position: Forward
Hometown: Perugia, Italy
Major: Marketing
Years playing basketball? 16 years
Favorite TV show? “Heroes”
Favorite athlete? Blake Griffin
Favorite artist? Tedashii
Special talents? I’m trilingual, and I like to cook.
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After Conference Title, Jackets Come Back for More
by Dave Guidone 
“Give somebody a knuckle,” Coach Kari Flunker-Hoffman yells following a pre-practice drill. The Cedarville wom-
en’s basketball team bump knuckles on the 
baseline with each other as practice gets un-
derway. 
Coming off a magical 27-win season 
in which they won their conference and re-
ceived an at-large bid to the NCAA Division 
II Tournament, head coach Kirk Martin and 
his team are back and hungry for more. 
Senior forward Kayla Linkous said the 
team’s goal is to go beyond what they did 
last year. 
“We really want to make it back to na-
tionals,” she said. “We want to make it back 
and win a few games.”
The Lady Jackets had winning streaks 
of eight and 11 games last season, were un-
defeated on the home court and went 15-1 in 
conference play. But Martin has wiped the 
slate clean for a team that overachieved last 
season with seven freshmen and is expected 
to win the conference again.
Martin said he makes sure to remind 
his players that preseason polls are mean-
ingless.
“People get lazy when they vote in pre-
season and kind of choose to pick the teams 
that finished in the order the previous year, 
which is a natural assumption. We all do it, 
I do it. But the reality is, every year’s differ-
ent,” Martin said.
He said he is more concerned with how 
the team will play once the season begins.
“How’s the chemistry, how are the in-
juries, who’s back, and how motivated are 
you to defend a title? Those are all questions 
that will be answered on the floor once we 
start in November,” Martin said.
New faces
The team has added three new players 
in hopes of defending their G-MAC cham-
pionship. Christina McQueen, a power for-
ward transfer from Gardner-Webb Univer-
sity, joins freshmen signees Ellie Juengel 
and Jamie Dodane. 
Linkous and sophomore center Bre-
anne Watterworth will anchor the front-
court with McQueen, along with sopho-
mores Emily Williams and Taylor Buckley. 
“We’ve got a lot of depth in the post, 
and I’m post-minded, and this is as strong a 
group as we’ve ever had here,” Martin said.
The team does have positions to fill. 
The biggest hole to fill will be the void left by 
Raegan Ryan, last season’s NCCAA player 
of the year and the Jackets’ leading scorer. 
Ryan, a senior point guard last year, aver-
aged 17.5 points per game and shot 42 per-
cent from behind the three-point line. She 
also led the team in assists and steals. 
Juengel and Dodane, both guards, join 
sophomore Abby Wolford and senior Whit-
ney Robinson in the backcourt. Wolford, 
who averaged eight points a game last year 
coming off the bench, will be the team’s pri-
mary ball handler starting out, Martin said.
Sharing the ball
As far as putting the ball in the basket, 
the team knows replacing Ryan will take a 
group effort.
“I don’t think this will be one person,” 
Martin said. “Raegan was unbelievable. She 
put us on her back early in the year and built 
our confidence up. That’s going to be tough 
to replicate.”
Linkous, who was second on the team 
in scoring last season, said, “We have a lot 
of people that can shoot, so any night can 
be anyone’s game. We definitely will score 
by committee. Every game you never really 
know who is going to be the high scorer, so 
it’s just night by night.”
Senior Kaysie Brittenham, second on 
the team in assists, blocks and steals last 
season, said she thinks the team will spread 
the ball around. 
“I think it’s gonna be pretty fairly well 
distributed throughout the team,” she said. 
“I think Kayla will score a lot for us as well 
as Abby, but we have a lot of good shooters.”
Facing the competition
Martin stressed the importance of get-
ting the season off to a good start.
“If we can survive the first five games, 
we’ll be all right,” he said. “Our schedule is 
pretty well-balanced. It is just really strong 
at the beginning.”
The team will face off against some 
powerful opponents this year. The Lady 
Jackets open the season against Ashland, 
a team that won two games in the nation-
al tournament. During Christmas break, 
the Jackets will travel to Alaska to play two 
teams. One of those teams, Alaska Anchor-
age, finished the regular season ranked 
number one in Division II.
Until those big games arrive, the Lady 
Jackets will strive to improve upon last 
year’s team that did so well. 
“Before our first scrimmage, we’re go-
ing to give our team the rings that we chose 
to buy them from last year, which basically 
say, ‘First to qualify for the national tourna-
ment,’” Martin said. “Just to remind them 
that took hard work and commitment and 
dedication, and to ask them, ‘Do you want to 
do it again?’ We were proud of you, but it’s a 
new year. Here we go.”
 
Dave Guidone is a senior social studies ed-
ucation major and sports reporter for Ce-
dars. His hobbies include eating, snacking, 
shooting hoops and laughing. Hebrews 
13:8.
photo by Jonathan Gallardo
Sophomores Breanne Watterworth (left) and Abby Wolford (center) look to play major roles this 
season. The Lady Jackets won 27 games last season.
“How’s the 
chemistry, how are 
the injuries, who’s 
back, and how 
motivated are you to 
defend a title? Those 
are all questions that 
will be answered 
on the floor once we 
start in November.” 
Kirk Martin
head coach
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Jamaican Athletes Jump In
by Josh Burris
Cedarville’s men’s basketball team will have two new players from Jamaica this season: Roshane O’Brian and 
Gregory Wallace. The two recruits follow 
in the footsteps of fellow Jamaican Yellow 
Jackets Brian Grant and Leighton Smith. 
But this relationship between a small 
Ohio college and a Caribbean nation is not 
a recent one. The relationship began nearly 
30 years ago.
The first recruit
Michael Minto became the first Jamai-
can basketball player at Cedarville in 1988 
when he transferred from Central State Uni-
versity. He got to know Cedarville when the 
teams would scrimmage. Minto said Don 
Callan, who was Cedarville’s head coach at 
the time, took an interest in him. 
“Coach Callan asked me where I was 
from and told me about their program,” 
Minto said. “We began to build a relation-
ship from there.”
In the spring of 1988, Minto’s head 
coach at Central State left the team. Minto 
said he did not want to stay with the team 
because the coach who recruited him was 
no longer there. Minto said he remembered 
Cedarville’s trophy case and Callan, and he 
transferred to Cedarville. 
Minto had a successful career at Cedar-
ville. In just two seasons his career totals 
were 1,081 points, .621 field goal percent-
age, and 146 blocks. His field goal percent-
age and blocks both rank second in school 
history.
“If I could go back with the opportuni-
ty to play four years at Cedarville I would 
have,” Minto said. “I appreciate all Coach 
Callan has done for me and for giving me an 
opportunity at Cedarville. It changed my life 
forever.”
Recruiting in Jamaica
Minto suggested to Callan the idea of 
recruiting more players from Jamaica.
“I went down there with Michael and 
watched some guys work out,” Callan said. 
“I watched a game and thought this is like 
recruiting men versus boys.” 
Callan said the players there were 
skilled but did not know how to play the 
game, as basketball there was not very or-
ganized. Minto said he assured Callan the 
players could learn to play the game the 
right way.  
“The first players were very successful,” 
Callan said. “It took them a little over a year 
to take advantage of their full abilities. They 
could run faster than anyone I ever recruit-
ed. Good jumpers, too.”
Callan said he also want-
ed to make sure the players 
he was recruiting were Chris-
tians. He developed a relation-
ship with Winston Smith, a 
pastor in Jamaica. Callan said 
Smith would let him know 
which ones were believers. 
“It was a no-brainer to re-
cruit them,” Callan said. 
Although Callan was the 
head coach, he credits Minto 
for most of the recruiting work 
done in Jamaica. 
“I had very little to do 
with it,” Callan said. “Michael 
has become a godfather to the 
kids there. He loved what hap-
pened to him and wants the 
kids there to have the same 
experience he did.”
Head coach Pat Estepp 
said Jamaica is an easier coun-
try to recruit from than others, 
because most of the guys are 
familiar with Christianity.
“They understand a lot of 
our evangelical lingo,” Estepp 
said. “It is easier to find guys 
who have a relationship with 
Jesus Christ down there be-
cause Methodist, Pentecostal 
and other denominations are 
there.”
Estepp also said the Jamaican players 
are driven academically. He said most of the 
Jamaicans on his teams have had a 3.0 GPA 
or higher. He said their lives can be changed 
if they graduate and get a job in the United 
States. 
“They work hard and represent Cedar-
ville well,” Estepp said. “They don’t want to 
go back home, because there isn’t anything 
there for them.”
27 years later
Twenty-seven years later, the tradition 
of recruiting players from Jamaica contin-
ues with O’Brian and Wallace. Cedarville 
has now had 14 basketball players from Ja-
maica. 
O’Brian, a 6-foot-9 freshman forward 
from Manchester, Jamaica, was ranked 
third best player by the Jamaica Basketball 
Association. He averaged 21 points, 12 re-
bounds, eight assists and five blocked shots 
per game last season. 
Wallace, a 6-foot-6 freshman wing 
from Montego Bay, Jamaica, averaged 18.5 
points, 12 rebounds and three blocks per 
game. He was also Most Valuable Player at 
the 2014-15 U19 National Basketball Cham-
pionships of Jamaica.
Playing at Cedarville
Estepp said disposable income is one 
unique struggle the Jamaican players have.
“They do not have parents that can send 
them spending money or come visit them,” 
he said. “I’m sure there is some homesick-
ness involved, too.”
Estepp said most of the guys are used 
to being the best on their teams, and when 
they come to college they have to work their 
way up again. Estepp said adjusting to the 
college schedule is not a problem for them 
either, and Wallace agreed.
“It’s not hard,” Wallace said. “Keeping 
up with practices is big. We have had a lot of 
morning practices.”
Estepp said O’Brian and Wallace have 
great skill sets and lots of potential, and they 
are raw talents. He said he expects them to 
blossom once they adjust to the speed of the 
game.
The Jackets’ first home game this sea-
son is 7:45 p.m. Nov. 13 against Lewis Uni-
versity. The team will play a total of 17 home 
games this season.
Josh Burris is a junior journalism major 
and multimedia person for Cedars. He is 
interested in sports broadcasting and re-
porting. He enjoys watching sports, lifting, 
and listening to rock and rap music.
Cedarville’s men’s basketball team has recruited basketball players from Jamaica for nearly 30 years
photo by Josh Burris
Freshmen Roshane O’Brian (left) and Gregory Wallace (right) 
join the men’s basketball team from Jamaica. Cedarville has 
had 14 basketball players from Jamaica in 27 years.
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DiCuirci’s Finale
by Amy Radwanski
With his retirement set at the end of the 2015-2016 school year, senior professor of music at Ce-
darville Mike DiCuirci departs with lasting 
contributions to the program, the Universi-
ty’s Pep Band and the Jazz Band.
DiCuirci has been at Cedarville Univer-
sity for 37 years of his 45-year teaching ca-
reer. He taught as a band director in prima-
ry education before coming to Cedarville.
Before Cedarville
DiCuirci grew up in Ossining, New 
York, north of New York City, where he be-
gan playing the trumpet in fourth grade and 
participated in several bands and ensem-
bles throughout his education. 
When he was a junior in high school, he 
decided to be a band director, he said.
DiCuirci attended the University of 
Michigan on a scholarship, 732 miles from 
home. His first job after college was direct-
ing the ensembles of the Lakeland School 
District in New York for two years. 
DiCuirci then moved back to Michi-
gan where he served as a band director of a 
school for six years. There, he also met his 
wife and became a Christian. 
DiCuirci said he was convicted for the 
first time at a Dave Boyer concert where the 
gospel was presented. Soon after, he and his 
wife attended a Family Life Radio seminar 
where DiCuirci said the preacher led him 
and his wife to Christ.
“I had a problem with riotous living,” 
DiCuirci said, “and God delivered me.” 
DiCuirci said 2 Corinthians 5:17 is his 
favorite verse: “Therefore if any man be in 
Christ, he is a new creation. The old things 
have passed away; behold the new has 
come.”
After eight years of teaching in public 
schools, DiCuirci performed music at Gull 
Lake Bible Conference in 1979. Paul Dix-
on, president of Cedarville University at the 
time, was one of the conference speakers.
DiCuirci, who was then unfamiliar with 
Cedarville, said he had come to hear the 
other conference speaker from Grace Theo-
logical Seminary.
“I thought God was calling me to study 
to be a preacher at Grace Theological Semi-
nary,” DiCuirci said. “He had other plans for 
me.”
Dixon approached DiCuirci that day, he 
said, and asked about DiCuirci’s interest in 
a job at Cedarville. 
“Well,” DiCuirci said, “I have never 
heard of (Cedarville) before.”
Dixon asked for a resume, DiCuirci 
said.
“So I took out a sharpie pen, jotted a 
bunch of stuff down on a table napkin and 
handed it to him,” DiCuirci said, “never 
thinking anything would come of it.”
Dixon said he called then-music-de-
Senior professor of music will step down after 37 years at Cedarville University
photo courtesy of Miracle Yearbook
Mike Dicuirci gives student Michael Lichen a 
private brass lesson in 1992.
photos by Jennifer Gammie
Mike DiCuirci, senior professor of music at Cedarville, directs the Symphonic Band (above) and meets with the percussion section (right) during 
a rehearsal. DiCuirci will retire at the end of the 2015-2016 academic year after 37 years of teaching at the University.
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partment chair David Matson that night. 
Matson followed up and went through an 
interviewing process with DiCuirci shortly 
thereafter.
“Within a week, our house had sold, 
and we were on our way to Cedarville,” Di-
Cuirci said. “And here I am 37 years later 
just about ready to hang it up after a 45-year 
career as a band director.”
Vision for music
DiCuirci said he went with a little fear 
and trepidation into teaching at the college 
level.
But in 37 years at Cedarville, DiCuirci 
has formed the Pep Band, now under the 
direction of Ed Supplee, and the Jazz Band, 
formerly known as Lab Band. He serves as 
director of the Jazz and Symphonic Bands 
in addition to teaching classes in music ed-
ucation.
When DiCuirci came to Cedarville, Dix-
on said he was just the person the university 
needed. 
“We were in need of someone to lead 
our band, to bring their gifts to the mu-
sic department and the institution that he 
brought,” Dixon said.
When DiCuirci came to Cedarville, Dix-
on said the school most likely played a re-
cording of the national anthem at basketball 
games instead of having a band perform it, 
as the Pep Band now does.
“It was awful,” Dixon said.
Dixon said DiCuirci formed the Pep 
Band with energy and vision, which allowed 
the band to grow to about 80 to 100 people.
“It was people from the community 
that would come just to hear the Pep Band 
at basketball games, and it so changed the 
dynamic of the basketball game at Cedar-
ville,” Dixon said. “The visiting teams would 
love to come.”
Having known DiCuirci for several 
years, Dixon said DiCuirci is more than a 
musician.
“What impressed me was not only his 
giftedness in music,” Dixon said, “but he 
was such a godly man and committed to his 
family and was really serious about winning 
people to Christ. ... Evangelism was his pas-
sion.”
Musician as a teacher
DiCuirci said, as a teacher, he strives to 
be a good musician and performer so that 
he is not hypocritical in his practice.
At Dixon’s request, DiCuirci began 
leading, performing and coordinating chap-
el music.
“Mike just has a terrific platform pres-
ence,” Dixon said. “For most of my tenure, 
20-plus years, Mike was the key platform 
guy for chapel and special conferences.”
Roy Wilkinson, DiCuirci’s high school 
band director, helped prepare DiCuirci for 
teaching by giving him opportunities to di-
rect and lead ensembles, DiCuirci said.
“I really like helping to put the light on 
and help students grow,” DiCuirci said.
 One such student is saxophonist Jona-
than Lyons, a junior music education major.
“He is one of the most commit-
ted-to-education people I’ve ever met,” Ly-
ons said.
Lyons also serves as the student con-
ductor for Cedarville’s Symphonic Band, 
which DiCuirci directs.
“He is always encouraging me to work 
through the music,” Lyons said. “His stock 
phrase is ‘progress over perfection.’” 
After Cedarville
DiCuirci said there are many things he 
will miss about teaching at Cedarville.
“Here at Cedarville I have had the op-
portunity to preach, to go out and share my 
testimony with music,” he said. “I have had 
the opportunity to lead a lot of people to 
Christ. I’ve developed a very good concert 
band and a very good jazz band.”
DiCuirci said he does not have any spe-
cific plans for retirement. But, he said he 
knows a few things for sure.
“I want to play my horn more,” he said. 
“I want to do some writing. I want to see 
more of my family. I want to sleep in, and 
I’m going to let things come to me rather 
than go out and seek things right now.
“The pattern of my life has always been 
(to be) involved, so I’m sure I’ll find some-
thing to do.”
Mike DiCuirci will be sharing his tes-
timony during Cedarville Univeristy’s 
chapel service Nov. 18. at 10 a.m. 
A farewell concert will be held April 17, 
2016 in the DMC.
Amy Radwanski is a junior journalism 
and broadcasting/digital media double 
major and digital editor for Cedars. She 
is pursuing a career in broadcast perfor-
mance with her studies.
“What impressed 
me was not only 
his giftedness in 
music. But he was 
such a godly man 
and committed to 
his family and was 
really serious about 
winning people to 
Christ. ... Evangelism 
was his passion.”
Paul Dixon
8th president of Cedarville
“Here at Cedarville 
I have had the 
opportunity to 
preach, to go out and 
share my testimony 
with music.”
Mike DiCuirci
senior professor of music
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Extreme Makeover: Chapel Edition
by Kjersti Fry
After 20 years of use, Cedarville Uni-versity’s Jeremiah Chapel is being renovated to provide for Cedarville’s 
growing student body. 
Five days a week, for 45 minutes at a 
time, students, faculty and staff gather in 
the Jeremiah Chapel. Yet after 20 years of 
constant use, the Dixon Ministry Center’s 
Jeremiah Chapel is both showing its age and 
limitations. As a result, Cedarville President 
Thomas White said a chapel renovation 
project will start the summer of 2016.  
A place to refocus
Jon Wood, vice president of student life 
and Christian ministries at Cedarville, said 
he believes chapel plays a significant role in 
students’ everyday lives. 
“Chapel is the time where students, 
faculty and staff are able to press the pause 
button on life around us and to come back 
and focus on the spiritual priorities of our 
lives,” Wood said. 
Wood said the purpose of chapel is 
threefold: to draw students into the word of 
God, to worship through music that is driv-
en by the truth of God, and to find commu-
nity with others as students live by the word 
of God. 
“If you think about a student, over four 
years, they are going to spend about 511 cha-
pels in that auditorium,” Wood said. 
White said he shared a similar perspec-
tive on the importance of chapel. 
“Whether professing faith, 
repenting of sin, answering the 
call to ministry or making oth-
er spiritual decisions, students 
have been significantly impact-
ed by their chapel experience,” 
White said. “As such, the in-
vestments made to renovate 
the chapel are worthwhile not 
because of the importance of 
the facility itself but because of 
the importance of what takes 
place inside the facility.” 
Continuing a legacy
Wood said the chapel renovation is not 
geared toward creating something new but 
rather continuing on the foundation that 
has been laid. 
“In some sense, we’re not creating any-
thing new, but we are being faithful to the 
heritage of what God has done and worked 
through at Cedarville,” Wood said. 
Wood said one goal of this project is to 
continue the legacy that was begun by lead-
ers like Cedarville’s eighth president Paul 
Dixon decades ago. 
Over the years, chapel has been held in 
the Alford Auditorium, the Apple Technol-
ogy Resource Center, and most recently the 
Dixon Ministry Center. 
Wood said the project has an emphasis 
on stewardship and quality with the intent 
of building a chapel that will last for several 
decades to come. 
“What we’re asking is how can we cre-
ate an auditorium that will be used for the 
next 20 years in the way God has used it in 
the past 20 years to work in students’ lives,” 
Wood said. 
Making changes
Rod Johnson is the associate vice pres-
ident for operations at Cedarville University 
and has overseen the construction of build-
ings such as the Health Sciences Center, the 
Chemistry Laboratory Center, the combined 
Hill residence hall, and more. 
With a focus on quality and stewardship, CU will begin renovating the Jeremiah Chapel in summer 2016
photo by Jennifer Gammie/photo illustration courtesy of Worship Space Advisers
(Above) Cedarville students occupy the pews of the Jeremiah Chapel, which will soon be updated (top right) to include theatre-style seats, 
additional seating and better sound and projection.
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Johnson is now overseeing the chapel 
renovation project and said the Jeremiah 
Chapel has begun to show its age, such as 
the fabric of the pews tearing.
He said the renovation can be separat-
ed into two parts: the facility issues, such as 
the seats, lighting and paint, and the audio/
visual issues, such as sound and projection. 
Johnson said he would like to update the 
chapel for another long period of use. 
“I want to create a space that is fresh-
ened up and a little more modern, and 
something that will last for the next 20 
years,” Johnson said. 
Contracting companies, such as Series 
Seating and Ohio Valley Painting, are col-
laborating with Cedarville for the renova-
tion. 
On campus, Johnson said, both Pro-
duction Services and the president’s cabinet 
have played major roles in planning and de-
veloping the project. 
To address the problem of inadequate 
space in the Jeremiah Chapel, the renovat-
ed chapel will expand into the classroom 
directly behind the chapel. The pews will be 
replaced with theatre-style seats, and an ad-
ditional 170 seats will be added, increasing 
the chapel’s capacity to nearly 3,400. 
As for audio/visuals, new projectors 
and screens will provide a clearer experi-
ence for individuals farther from the stage. 
The sound system will be updated and the 
current standard light bulbs will be replaced 
with longer-lasting LED light bulbs. 
Johnson said these renovations will 
provide both better sound and better pro-
jection within the chapel, as well as reduced 
maintenance. 
The renovation project will begin at 
the end of the 2015-2016 school year, and 
students have been warned that this may 
interfere with the last few days of school. 
Johnson said the goal is to finish by Getting 
Started Weekend in August 2016.
“It will be a challenge, but those dates 
are our target. We don’t have any other time 
to get it done,” Johnson said. 
Summer camps that usually use the 
Jeremiah Chapel for their activities will 
instead use the Field House, Johnson said. 
He said this will accommodate some, but 
not all, of the summer camps. 
Wood said he believes all the renova-
tions will play a part in updating the atmo-
sphere of the chapel. 
“I think the most important thing 
about the renovation project is that it will, 
in a reasonable level of stewardship, bring 
about a total refresh to the environment 
and the capabilities of what we can do in 
the chapel,” Wood said. “No single element 
is more important than another, but every 
single element contributes toward an envi-
ronment where we can use the chapel well 
for the foreseeable future.” 
Counting the cost
Since renovating the Jeremiah Chapel 
is a sizeable financial investment for Cedar-
ville, the university leadership has promised 
that the project costs will not affect current 
students. White said funds for the renova-
tion project are not tied to student tuition. 
“We are also raising money for this 
renovation because we don’t want these up-
grades to be financed in any way through 
student tuition or fees,” White said. “Sup-
port from the (chapel) campaign will pro-
vide a state-of-the-art chapel facility that 
does not depend at all on current students’ 
funds.”
The university has contacted alumni 
to help raise money for the project. Wood 
said most alumni have realized the impor-
tance daily chapel had in their spiritual lives 
as students and are willing to donate to the 
project.
Although the technical and logistical 
benefits of the chapel renovation are signifi-
cant, Wood emphasizes the spiritual signifi-
cance of what takes place in chapel. 
Wood said one of his best recent mem-
ories of the chapel comes from the Fall 2015 
Bible Conference at which evangelist Clay-
ton King spoke. Specifically, Wood said he 
remembers praying with students who ac-
cepted Christ after one of King’s messages.
“Everything about this life and for eter-
nity to come is different for them because of 
what happened in that room,” Wood said. 
“That’s why we’re doing the project.”
Kjersti Fry is a sophomore pharmacy ma-
jor and campus news editor for Cedars. She 
enjoys playing piano and ultimate Frisbee 
and spending time with friends and family.
“What we’re asking 
is how can we create 
an auditorium that 
will be used in the 
next 20 years in the 
way God has used it 
in the past 20 years 
to work in students’ 
lives.” 
Jon Wood
vice president of student life 
and Christian ministries
“The investments made to renovate the 
chapel are worthwhile not because of the 
importance of the facility itself but because 
of the importance of what takes place 
inside the facility.”
Thomas White
Cedarville University president
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Mobilizing Millennials, Educating to Elect
by Anna Dembowski
Americans will vote for the 45th Pres-ident of the United States in approx-imately 367 days on Nov. 8, 2016. In 
about 337 days most states will close voter 
registration. For many college students, 
Election 2016 will be the first federal elec-
tion in which they’re eligible to vote. 
Organizations like iCitizen and Rock 
The Vote are reaching out to young voters 
to get them registered, educated and at the 
polls as the 2016 election season begins. 
The two organizations argued that civic 
engagement on the part of millennials has 
the power to change the nation, because the 
number of millennials exceeds that of any 
other generation.
Millennial force
Alex Schreiner, citizen engagement 
manager at iCitizen, said voters ages 18-29 
have enough political force to change the 
presidential outcome.
“They found that in 2012, Mitt Rom-
ney got 37 percent of the youth vote nation-
wide,” Schreiner said, citing a November 
2012 analysis by The Center for Informa-
tion and Research on Civic Learning and 
Engagement (CIRCLE). “If (Romney) had 
been able to get half of the youth vote (in 
four key states) instead of the average 37 
percent, he would have won the election. So 
if you think about the power of that, if there 
had been four states where young people 
had been more successfully engaged by one 
party, then that party’s candidate wouldn’t 
have lost.”
Ohio, Florida, Virginia and Pennsylva-
nia are the four states CIRCLE listed in its 
analysis. While the votes of other demo-
graphics also had a close margin, Schreiner 
said young voters are not without a voice.
“That’s an incredible amount of pow-
er for a demographic to wield, and I think 
that students are traditionally seen as ap-
athetic or disengaged – they don’t want to 
be involved in the political system – and we 
found that that’s really not true. They’re just 
frustrated like a lot of other people in our 
society,” he said. “They just don’t in a lot 
of cases have the tools – don’t have access 
to information, don’t feel like their voice 
counts, and don’t know how to do some-
thing about that.”
Educating and engaging
And that’s where Schreiner’s organiza-
tion comes in. 
iCitizen is a free app created to educate 
individuals about issues and representa-
tives at both the federal and state level. The 
app allows users to follow issues important 
to them – from the budget and crime to edu-
cation and technology – and get an in-depth 
look at how their representatives compare 
in votes, sponsored bills, campaign contri-
butions and social media.
“You have to let students decide how 
they can engage with politics on their own 
terms. We call that your political DNA, 
where everybody has their issues that they 
care about, their things that they want to 
engage in,” Schreiner said. “By lowering the 
barrier to entry for a student to get involved 
with one issue, then the student that only 
cares about one thing ... becomes somebody 
who votes and follows and keeps up with 
two issues, three issues, five issues.”
Schreiner said students can customize 
the iCitizen app to provide them with up-
dates on the issues most important to them, 
receiving information via news stories and 
mobile polls related to the issue(s) selected. 
Schreiner said iCitizen brings politics 
to students’ fingertips – literally – so that 
students can formulate their own political 
opinions rather than assume the political 
“flavor” of the week.
“Politics is one of the realms where 
that’s the slowest to catch up to the 21st cen-
tury, and so we’re really trying to bring pol-
itics to the same level that everything else in 
a student’s life operates on,” he said. “I’ve 
talked to hundreds, thousands of students 
over the last year and a half who in many 
cases are registered to vote, but say, ‘I don’t 
vote because I don’t know what’s going on. 
I don’t think I know enough about these 
issues or understand them well enough to 
vote on them.’” 
But Schreiner said excuses like that are 
what motivates iCitizen to get political lingo 
in the hands of students.
“If we had 100 percent of all eligible 
youth in the country registered to vote, yeah 
that’s great, that’s a step,” Schreiner said, 
“but it doesn’t mean anything if we’re not 
also providing them with really, really easy 
access tools for finding out what they’re vot-
ing on.”
Rock The Vote
As iCitizen seeks to educate voters, 
Rock The Vote seeks to register voters. 
Kiki Burger, director of marketing and 
events at Rock The Vote, said the non-prof-
it, non-partisan organization began reach-
ing young people 25 years ago via MTV . She 
said the organization’s goal is to get young 
people both to register to vote and then to 
actually vote.
But since young people no longer flock 
to MTV, Burger said Rock The Vote has 
moved to the newest media platforms to get 
young people’s attention and register them 
to vote. In addition to providing a digital 
form for voter registration and initiating a 
National Voter Registration Day this Sep-
tember backed by the White House, Rock 
The Vote has connected with young, eligible 
voters via Tumblr., HelloGiggles, Facebook, 
Instagram, dating websites, Snapchat filters 
and even T-shirts appearing on TV shows 
such as “West Wing,” Burger said. 
“As the landscape is changing and 
where young people are is so spread out, 
we are trying to meet them where they are. 
Rather than trying to get them to come to 
us, we like to go to them,” she said. “Just 
make it easy for people to register to vote is 
our goal right now.”
Why vote?
Burger said people don’t see the impor-
tance of voting, because they don’t see the 
expanse of government.
“I don’t think people realize just how 
every single part of your day is influenced 
by government,” Burger said, listing roads, 
healthcare, safety, libraries, and more. “Ev-
erything that you interact with in your day 
is determined with government, so why not 
vote for somebody who matches your ideas 
of how things should be? I think we think 
voting is just the president, and there’s so 
many other local elections that you can di-
rectly feel.”
Organizations focused on young voters say the 83-million-plus millennials can make a difference in 2016
“Everything that you interact with in your 
day is determined with government, so 
why not vote for somebody who matches 
your ideas of how things should be? I think 
we think voting is just the president, and 
there’s so many other local elections that 
you can directly feel.”
Kiki Burger
director of marketing and events at Rock The Vote
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Votes for several congressional seats 
and state governors will also be cast Nov. 8, 
2016. 
Burger said after notable U.S. Supreme 
Court decisions were announced this sum-
mer Rock The Vote reminded people just 
how their vote counts. She said people who 
believe their vote doesn’t count don’t truly 
understand the political chain tying their 
hometown to Washington, D.C.
“If you had voted in past elections you 
were able to pick your senator. Did you real-
ize that your senator confirms nominations 
of Supreme Court justice(s)?” Burger said. 
“(We were) putting together the connec-
tions between how something the president 
does in the Supreme Court actually comes 
back to you participating in your state elec-
tion, voting for your senator.”
And as for state elections, Llyn Mc-
Coy, director of the Greene County Board 
of Elections, said college students have two 
options. Students can request an absentee 
ballot from their home state for each elec-
tion or they can register and vote on-site at 
the polls in Greene County or in their home 
county. 
“If you come and live in a communi-
ty for four years, I think you come to care 
about the people that live here, and in these 
local elections, it’s your school board candi-
dates,” McCoy said. “We have mayors and 
councils and township trustees that do a lot 
of work and a lot of things that could affect 
your life while you’re here going to school, 
and if you choose to settle in Greene County 
after school, it’s certainly going to continue 
to affect your life.”
But McCoy said, too, that these local 
elections aren’t limited to Greene County. 
If students have stronger ties to their com-
munity at home, students can register for an 
absentee ballot to vote for the school board 
and community leadership there.
Michaela George, a freshman pre-law 
major and member of Cedarville’s College 
Republicans, said the important thing is 
just that people vote. 
“We need our generation and our 
Christian generation to see what’s happen-
ing and realize that a voice in that is what’s 
going to make the difference,” George said. 
“If we sit back and let people who made this 
system corrupt in the first place take total 
control, we’re not doing what as Christians 
I think we should be doing and speaking up 
for what we believe. I don’t see how being 
involved in what affects the world around 
you can be wrong at all.”
George said that College Republicans 
seeks to make politics relevant for students. 
Tuition, the job market and what the coun-
try is funding are just some of the relevant 
issues, since all affect the future – the next 
generation – which essentially is today’s 
young people, George said.
“Our age is what our politicians are 
talking about,” she said.
And to not vote is to give up a right that 
was fought for not so long ago, George said.
“It’s almost disrespectful (not to vote),” 
she said. “We have come so far, especially 
women. We didn’t have this chance before, 
and so many people fought for it. Who are 
we to say my vote doesn’t matter?”
According to a June 2015 release from 
the U.S. Census Bureau, millennials now 
exceed 83 million individuals, nearly eight 
million more than those in the Baby Boom-
er generation. Rock The Vote’s Kiki Burg-
er said the power this generation has is 
mind-blowing.
“If every young person turned out, they 
could decide the election,” Burger said. “It 
would be the biggest voting block in our his-
tory.”
Anna Dembowski is a senior journalism 
major and editor-in-chief for Cedars. She 
is learning to love coffee, spontaneity and 
Twitter. Follow her at @annabbowskers.
Tips for 
being politically 
engaged
1. Watch the debates
 for both parties.
2. Volunteer with
and learn from local 
organizations that 
are politically active.
3. Host your own
Rock The Vote voter 
registration drive.
4. Educate yourself on
candidates’ positions.
5. Blog and share the
issues you care about 
on social media.
6. Write your elected
officials.
7. Research each
party. There’s more 
than Democrats and 
Republicans.
8. Read about Supreme
Court decisions to 
open your eyes to 
both views on an 
issue.
9. Follow candidates
and politicians on 
social media.
10. Pray about your 
vote and for the 
government.
graphic by Jennifer Gammie
“If every young 
person turned out, 
they could decide 
the election. It 
would be the biggest 
voting block in our 
history.”
Kiki Burger
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COMMENTARY
A Look at Election 2016
by Marc Clauson
The 2016 gen-eral election is fast ap-
proaching, though 
some might wish 
it would get here 
faster since we have 
been hearing from 
the candidates 
and potential can-
didates for a year 
now. To think Canadians were tired after 
11 weeks! But this election is important, for 
good reasons.
Let me say beforehand that not all of 
the problems Americans face can be laid at 
the feet of the president, or any president 
for that matter. Culture has shifted to a 
degree I haven’t seen since my very young 
days in the 1960s. This shift is due to causes 
that go well back beyond Barack Obama, to 
the early and mid-20th century. Christiani-
ty has been significantly liberalized, the Bi-
ble as an authoritative source undermined, 
political thought moved from an essential-
ly conservative (in the modern sense) to a 
liberal orientation, and economic policy 
from more free market to a more anti-mar-
ket stance. All of this began to be discussed 
in the 19th century and was realized in the 
20th century.  
The last 8 years
We have seen a massive increase in 
regulation that affects substantial portions 
of the economy – healthcare, banking, the 
environment, etc. – and without any clear 
offsetting benefits to match or surpass the 
costs. Those costs are to real people. 
In addition, we have experienced what 
can best be called an incoherent foreign 
policy. Now, I am no warmonger. I can see 
both sides regarding the war on Iraq, even 
in Afghanistan. But at the same time the 
president seems to be more than willing 
to make the United States appear so weak 
that others are encouraged to take violent 
advantage. Yes, we should “talk” as long as 
possible, but we should also be as prepared 
as possible – and make it known that we 
are. We feel less safe. 
Immigration policy is in disarray – yes, 
partly due to Congress, as all policies usual-
ly are. The president has blatantly ignored 
existing immigration laws and made up 
his own. I believe we should welcome legal 
immigration, but it must include necessary 
background checks. 
Back to regulation. The Clean Air Act 
regulations recently rolled out may well kill 
coal and lead to higher energy prices. The 
Obamacare regulations that actually imple-
mented the statute are proving to be a drain 
on the wallets of most citizens who will pay 
higher premiums, higher deductibles and 
higher penalties and get less service. Our 
economy may look good on the surface, but 
the number of people not in the workforce is 
at an all-time high. And our deficit has bal-
looned in the last eight years. 
Finally, the president has tended to 
support any and all identity groups who 
claim to have been offended or harmed, no 
matter the facts that emerge. He has even 
done it to people of faith on behalf of the 
abortionists, when he refused to accom-
modate religious organizations that ob-
jected on religious conscience grounds to 
the healthcare mandate to provide possible 
abortifacients. 
The candidates
The Democrats have only two via-
ble candidates, Hillary Clinton and Bernie 
Sanders. Sanders is a socialist with a narrow 
populist appeal. Clinton is a self-interested 
and ambitious politician with no principles 
to speak of. But she will win the nomination.
Of the Republicans, in a recent average 
of several national polls (Oct. 20) Donald 
Trump leads the pack as of now with 26 per-
cent, followed by Ben Carson at 21 percent, 
Marco Rubio at just below 10 percent, Ted 
Cruz at around 8 percent, Jeb Bush at 7.5 
percent, Carly Fiorina at 5.7 percent, Mike 
Huckabee at 3.8 percent, Rand Paul at 3.3 
percent, and so on. 
Within a few weeks or months, we will 
be looking at only five left, at most. Of the 
top candidates as of now, Rubio and Cruz 
are certifiably conservative. Bush is, I think, 
mostly conservative, though he has not 
helped himself on Common Core, immigra-
tion, or his mediating tone in debates (that 
should be an asset, but in today’s world it 
isn’t). Carson is something of an enigma 
while Trump’s ideas (his tax scheme, his 
“specific” immigration policy, etc.)  are wor-
risome and problematic. 
The issues
The issues that will resonate with vot-
ers are the same as usual, and they have a 
special significance this time around. The 
top issues are the economy and jobs, health-
care, terrorism, foreign policy, immigration, 
the deficit, and taxes, in that order, with 37 
percent of voters reporting the economy 
and jobs as their top concern. 
Thus far, the Republican candidates 
have been rather vague on the economy 
and jobs, most saying only that they don’t 
like Obama’s policies but not giving many 
details of their own, except a few tax plans. 
It is hard to say how voters will respond to 
tax plans if the tax plans are not connect-
ed strongly to economic growth (only three 
percent listed taxes as a major concern). 
Healthcare is of course centered around 
Obamacare. I haven’t heard the Republi-
cans say much at all about what they would 
do, and without a well-thought out plan, 
they are better off saying nothing. The defi-
cit issue is actually very important, but be-
cause it is not currently felt, it is ignored by 
both voters and candidates except in vague 
statements. I suspect foreign policy and ter-
rorism will rate more highly as the election 
cycle continues. But the top Republican and 
Democratic candidates have yet to show me 
much in terms of knowledge of or capability 
to deal with those issues. 
I also haven’t heard much on the regu-
latory burden – and I wish I would. This has 
a very tangible effect on ordinary citizens, 
but it comes in such small doses that ap-
parently people don’t “feel” it. So politicians 
don’t address it much.
Change
If we want significant change, this elec-
tion is probably our biggest opportunity in 
some time. I urge citizens to become in-
formed on issues and candidates and then 
(only then) vote. 
Remember, too, that though you are 
(hopefully) a Christian, candidates come 
with a whole range of views, some you like, 
some you don’t. You have to weigh them all 
and choose the one you believe can actually 
promote the overall good of the nation with-
in the bounds of law. 
Marc Clauson, Ph.D., is a fellow of the Cen-
ter for Political Studies and professor of 
history and law at Cedarville University.
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CU professor talks through the issues and the 
candidates one year before the presidential election
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OPINION
by 
Jonathan 
Gallardo
It’s Novem-
ber. Leaves are 
piling up on the 
grass. The wind 
has chased away 
every last bit 
of warmth that 
October was 
stubbornly holding on to. The rain clouds 
change the sky from blue to gray, casting a 
wet shadow over the whole week. 
Assignments are piling up. Finals lie on 
the distant horizon. Pumpkin spice is mak-
ing its annual comeback, only to go into ex-
tended hibernation in a few weeks. 
The only thing getting you through the 
month is the return of Christmas. You’ve 
started counting down the days until De-
cember 25, and you’ll have that one an-
noying friend who’s already started playing 
Christmas music (I’m that guy). 
In about a year, one half of the coun-
try’s going to be rejoicing, one half’s going 
to be disappointed, and many people just 
won’t care. Politics just has that effect on 
people. 
But November isn’t all bad. The one 
thing the month is most famous for, at least 
here in the U.S., is Thanksgiving. It would 
be easy for me to write about being thank-
ful. Some might even call it cliche. But I’m 
going to do it anyway. 
So often, we complain about the little 
things. “The Wi-Fi is down again. They got 
my coffee order wrong. My phone’s battery 
life is terrible. Netflix doesn’t have a certain 
season of my favorite show.” 
These can be annoying, but they’re 
nothing at which to get mad. They’re what 
some would call “first world problems.” You 
should be grateful that you’re in a position 
to complain about these things. 
Then there are complaints that are 
founded in good reason. “This professor 
grades too harshly. My roommate stays up 
too late. This girl doesn’t like me.” In these 
situations, there are problems that need to 
be resolved. But don’t let things like these 
distract you from being thankful. 
You have so much to be grateful for. 
For one, you’re in college! Most of the world 
will never get to experience that. It’s under-
standable to be worried about your financial 
situation, but don’t dwell on it so much that 
you miss out on living life.
We live in a nation where we can gather 
together and worship God without fear of 
losing our jobs or lives. Are Christians being 
persecuted for their faith here in America? 
Yes, to an extent, but nothing compared 
to what our brothers and sisters are going 
through in other countries. I can pray in a 
restaurant without worrying about breaking 
the law. 
This is one of the hard things about liv-
ing in the U.S. We’ve become lazy. It’s easy 
to be a Christian. For many, Christianity has 
become more of a ritual than a relationship. 
We need dramatic examples to break 
us out of our apathy. So we shouldn’t be 
surprised when God puts us through tough 
times. You know I can’t resist putting in an 
August Burns Red quote, so here’s a line 
from their song, “Provision:”
You’ve given me this nightmare to 
wake me up. You say, ‘Take pride in the 
provision.’ You’ve given me more than 
enough.
The hard times will test our faith, but if 
we survive them, we will come out stronger. 
The trials also help us appreciate the good 
times and the ways God has provided for us.
On a lighter note, we should also be 
thankful for the people that we meet. One 
of my favorite parts about Cedarville is the 
relationships that I’ve formed and cultivat-
ed. During my years here, I’ve met some 
pretty remarkable individuals, people who 
have had a positive impact on my life. I have 
grown because of their presence in my life. 
You’re not going to get along with ev-
eryone. College is a petri dish for drama. 
When you put two strangers into a room 
and tell them they have to live with each 
other for eight months in close quarters 
surrounded by dozens of other strangers, 
there’s bound to be some conflict. 
So don’t take your friends for granted. 
As a senior, I’m struggling with the fact that 
in several months, I’ll have to part with the 
friends that I’ve come to know over the past 
four years. I’m thankful for the times we’ve 
shared, and as graduation ticks ever closer, 
I grow even more thankful. 
It takes humility to thank people, part-
ly because it’s so easy to look at our success 
and think, I did this by myself. Look back 
at the path that took you to where you cur-
rently are. 
I arrived at Cedarville an awkward, un-
decided freshman who had no idea what he 
wanted to do with his life. God allowed me 
to meet people who helped me on my path. 
If it weren’t for them, I don’t know if I would 
be where I am today, an awkward senior 
journalism major. 
So I’d like to take this opportunity to 
thank those people. Hopefully, they read 
this. But if they don’t, and you know them, 
could you tell them about this? It’d mean a 
lot to me (and to them). 
Thank you, Louise Grandouiller, for 
teaching me that writing isn’t so bad, and 
for helping me find out that I’m kind of good 
at it. Dr. Deb Haffey, thanks for helping 
me tackle the art of public speaking. Even 
though you’ve retired, you continue to in-
fluence my life today. Thank you, Dr. Baker, 
for introducing me to journalism. Thanks, 
Ms. Dufresne, for advising me during my 
two-year search for a major. Nellie Sulli-
van, thank you for helping me discover my 
love for poetry. Thank you, Kirk Martin 
and John McGillivray, as well as the other 
coaches, but you two in particular. You guys 
make my job more fun. 
Who are you grateful for? A professor? 
An RA? A custodial worker? Let them know 
you’re thankful for them. Email them, or tell 
them in person. Or pen a thoughtul letter 
on an actual sheet of paper. The art of the 
handwritten note has been lost in this world 
of texting and social media. 
Never underestimate the power of a 
little “thank you.” It could go a long way to 
brighten someone’s day. 
Jonathan Gallardo is a senior journalism 
major and sports editor for Cedars. He en-
joys creative writing, quoting Lord of the 
Rings, and listening to Christmas music in 
November.
Be ThankfulJust Sayin...
Tell Jonathan what you would like him to write about. Send your questions, comments or concerns to jgallardo@cedarville.edu
The hard times 
will test our faith, 
but if we survive 
them, we will come 
out stronger. The 
trials also help us 
appreciate the good 
times and the ways 
God has provided 
for us.
ALT Night
photos by Jennifer Gammie
Pumpkin carving was a popular event at ALT Night. Left, Rory 
Emrich, a sophomore Industrial Design major, carved a pumpkin, 
but first he did the proper research.
Also present at the ALT Night was SGA Philanthropy project, 937, 
that focuses on helping those in poverty in downtown Dayton. 
They were selling Bills Donut holes, 6 for $1, to raise money for 
the project.
For more ALT Night photos visit ReadCedars.com
